AFTER   EVEREST
continuously for over two days after it was finished. I
believe she would have fulfilled her promise, and materially
assisted the funds of the hospital, if it had not been for the
unfortunate circumstance that her two sons, heirs of her '
property, were with her. They saw to it that their share
of their mother's legacies was not diminished, and so we
never got our money—beyond the very moderate fee we
charged for the original operation. But we had saved a
poor creature from untold misery and pain, and to do that
was worth more than all the money in her estate.
Many of our patients lose much of the benefit they might
otherwise receive from treatment by neglecting to follow
our advice, or by running away from hospital before the
treatment is finished. But a good many others help them-
selves on to a complete cure by patience and optimism, as
in the following case.
Several years ago, a young man came to Neyyoor with
both hip-joints absolutely fixed and immovable, so that he
couldn't sit down at all. All his life was spent standing up
or lying down with legs straight out. He couldnT: walk,
for one leg could not be put in front of the other. He
could only shuffle along, a few inches at each step. The
only thing for him was a fairly formidable operation known
as Arthroplasty, which consists of the re-making of a new
hip-joint, lining the joint with a membrane taken from the
muscles of his own thigh. After this operation was done,
we fixed him up on a specially adapted bed, so arranged that
by pulling at certain strings, which passed over pulleys, he
could move his hip- and knee-joints at will. He was very
patient and persevering, and after two months he was able
to walk a bit. In three months he went home, walking
quite fast, and feeling very pleased with life, though he was,
of course, only able to move one leg.
Over a year later, he came to us again and had the other
hip-joint operated upon in the same way. This time, very
bad luck attended him, as he got an attack of acute rheuma-
tism, and the hip-joint which was first operated upon unfor-
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